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MEETINGS 
In this department we hope to publish timely announcements 
of future meetings and reports of events and papers presented 
at past meetings. For this we rely on the organizers of meetings 
to send us announcements as early as possible, and on colleagues 
in each country to send us reports, avoiding duplication by 
checking with the editor or the nearest member of the Inter- 
national Commission. 
DELHI SYMPOSIUM ON HISTORY OF MATHEMATICS 
A Symposium on H.istory of Mathematics was held on January 6, 
1975 at Delhi under the auspices of the Mathematics Section of 
the Indian Science Congress, which was holding its 62nd meeting 
at the University of Delhi. The Symposium was chaired by the 
Sectional President Dr. S.R. Sinha (Allahabad University), who 
had organised it with the assistance of R.C. Gupta. 
Alexander I. Volodarsky (Institute of the History of Science 
and Technology, Moscow) gave an invited address on "Mathematics 
in the epoch of Indus civilization, " based largely on archaelog- 
ical finds, including an accurately divided ruler, dice, weights, 
geometrical artifacts, and inscriptions. 
A.K. Bag (Indian National Science Academy, Culcutta) spoke 
on "The knowledge of continued fractions in ancient and medieval 
India," from Aryabhata I (V) to the Karanapaddhati (XVI). 
R.C. Gupta (Birla Institute, Mesra, Ranchi) spoke on "Ancient 
and medieval methods of approximating quadratic surds," as found 
in Babylonian, Indian, Greek, and European authors. 
Printed summaries of the following papers were available, 
although their authors were not present: Parmeshwar Jha (Supaul), 
"Aryabhata I and the value of 71"; T.A. Saraswati Amma (Dhanbad), 
"Treatment of geometrical progressions in Indian mathematics"; 
D.M. Pate1 (Ahmedabad), "Unsolved problems in the history of 
mathematics"; L.C. Jain (Sehore), "Divergent sequences defining 
transfinite sets in Trilokasara". 
U.S.A. BICENTENNIAL PROGRAM ON HISTORY OF MATHEMATICS 
AT THE MATHEMATICAL ASSOCIATION AMERICA MEETING IN 
JANUARY 1976 
There are planned 10 one-hour sessions, as follows: D.J. 
Struik on Mathematics in Colonial times; Judith Grabiner on 
mathematics in America: The first hundred years; Garrett Birk- 
hoff on Some leaders in American mathematics, 1891-1941; Peter 
Lax on The contribution of refugees to mathematics in America; 
Mina Rees on The relations between mathematicians and the 
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government; Richard Hamming on The history of computing in the 
United States; Mark Kac on Probability theory: Reflections on 
the past and speculations on the future; a panel discussion on 
two-year colleges; a panel discussion on the role of research in 
the training of college teachers; a panel discussion on the role 
of applications in undergraduate teaching. 
At the same mathematical meeting, the American Mathematical 
Society is also sponsoring a special session on the history of 
mathematics. A bicentennial program committee of the AMS is 
considering other activities also. Further details on these 
programs will be published when available. 
RESEARCH CONFERENCE ON THE HISTORY OF COMPUTING 
LOS ALAMOS, JUNE 10-15, 1976 
The international research conference on the history of com- 
puting, whose purposes were listed in a preliminary announcement 
in HM 2, 188, will be held at Los Alamos, New Mexico, on June 
10-15, 1976. The program committee consists of W. Leubbert 
(U5. Military Academy, West Point), K. May (University of 
Toronto), N. Metropolis (University of California, Los Alamos 
Scientific Laboratory), B. Randell (University of Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne), H. Tropp (Humboldt State University), J. Worlton (Univer- 
sity of California, Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory), and 11. 
Zemanek (IBM Vienna). 
The following is quoted from a letter announcing the meeting. 
"To our knowledge, there has never been a conference devoted 
solely to the history of computing on a professional basis. 
There have been sessions at various conferences with informal 
reminiscences of the passing computer scene, but opportunities 
for presenting and hearing papers of professional quality on 
research into the history of computing have been almost non- 
existent. By providing an opportunity -- and it is to be hoped 
that it will not be unique -- to discuss the results of careful 
research into the history of computing and by providing examples 
of such research, we hope to stimulate others working in the 
field and to thereby increase its quantity and improve its 
quality. 
"The unique opportunity of recording the history of electronic 
computing during the lifetimes of its creators should be pursued 
quickly and vigorously. The list of living pioneers in this 
field grows steadily smaller; already the voices of men such as 
von Neumann, Turing, and Aiken are stilled, and information of 
historical interest that they could have given clearly, accu- 
rately and completely must now be sought in written records which 
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are often incomplete and difficult to interpret. 
"The conference will have an international flavor with repre- 
sentation from leading countries of Europe and the Far East. 
Proceedings of the conference are planned. 
"In general, we are planning to associate two discussants with 
each of the principal speakers; ten minutes is being given to 
each. The role of the discussant should provide a complementary 
or supplementary point of view; the hope is that this approach 
catalyzes a very lively discussion. Two principal talks are 
scheduled for each of the morning and afternoon sessions (no 
parallel sessions); this makes for an uncrowded program and would 
not hurry the discussions (Opportunities will be available for 
less formal evening sessions.) The conference begins on a Thurs- 
day morning and ends the following Tuesday at noon. Sunday will 
be a day of rest and leisure (one of the best kept secrets is 
the beauty of the surroundings)." 
For further information write to N. Metropolis and J. Worlton, 
Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory, University of California, P.O. 
Box 1663, Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544. 
NEWS AND NOTICES 
In this department we print news of appointments, promotions, 
deaths, and other events of interest to historians of mathematics. 
For this information we depend on interested individuals con- 
cerned to keep us informed, and through us the wider community. 
BERTRAND RUSSELL MEMORIAL LOGIC CONFERENCE: 
ESSAY PRIZE 
The Bertrand Russell Memorial Logic Conference is offering a 
prize of b200 for a previously unpublished essay whose length 
does not exceed 20,000 words and which examines in detail some 
aspect of the relationship between mathematics and the develop- 
ment of social or economic conditions. The essay should be of 
general interest to mathematicians, and preferably to a wider 
readership, and should include a consideration of current mathe- 
matical practice. Essays may be written in English, Spanish, 
French, Japanese, Polish or Russian and should be typewritten. 
To ensure objective judging, the name of the author should not 
appear on any essay, but instead should be given together with 
the author's address on a separate piece of paper enclosed with 
the essay. 
Essays should be submitted by February 1, 1976. Essays and 
inquiries about the prize should be addressed to: Bertrand 
Memorial Essay Prize, c/o Dr. A. Slomson, School of Mathematics, 
The University, Leeds LS2 9JT, England. 
